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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The pending claims are 43-1 05. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 43, 45, 47-50, 52-53, 59-81, 83-86, 91-93, and 96-105 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492). 

With respect to claim 43, Mankovitz teaches a record medium for recording a 
control program that causes an inputting unit (i.e., a receiver) to input information 
representing time to a researching unit (i.e., a central computer server) (lines 31-57 in 
col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 thru line 11 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing time 
information representing predetermined time corresponding to user's operation (i.e., 
storing SDT (station, day, and time) information representing predetermined time by 
pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 
8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches transmitting the time information 
representing the predetermined time stored at the storing step (a) to an external unit 
(i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz teaches 
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inputting the time information representing the predetermined time to a searching unit, 
the searching unit searching information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to the time information representing the predetermined time at which 
contents were broadcast, the database correlatively storing the information representing 
the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary 
information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in 
col. 16). 

With respect to claim 45, Mankovitz teaches a record medium for recording a 
control program that causes an inputting unit (i.e., a receiver) having a counter that 
operates with a predetermined clock signal and that inputs information representing 
time to a searching unit (i.e., a central computer server) (lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 
in col. 7 thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing a count value of the counter at 
predetermined time corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, 
and time) information representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the 
receiver/line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 
1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches transmitting the count value stored at the storing step (a) to an 
external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz 
teaches inputting the information representing time to the searching unit, the searching 
unit searching information representing contents from a database corresponding to the 
information representing time at which contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time 
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thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 
in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 47, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches 
storing means for storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches 
a connecting portion for directly connecting the count value stored in the storing means 
to an external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9, lines 16- 
17 in col. 18, and fig. 10). Mankovitz teaches communicating means for transmitting the 
count value stored in the storing means to the external unit through the connecting 
portion (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9, lines 16-17 in col. 18, and fig. 10). 
Mankovitz teaches the information representing time is input to a searching unit through 
the external unit, the searching unit searching information representing contents from a 
database corresponding to the information representing time at which contents were 
broadcast, the database correlatively storing the information representing the contents 
and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the 
central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 
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With respect to claim 48, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 49, Mankovitz teaches the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired contents (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8). 

With respect to claim 50, Mankovitz teaches junction means having a base 
having an attaching portion for attaching the connecting portion, the attaching portion 
being disposed on an upper surface of the base (fig. 10) and connecting means, 
protruding from the attaching portion, for connecting the external unit (fig. 10). 
Mankovitz teaches the communicating means transmits the count value through the 
junction means (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9, lines 16-17 in col. 18, and fig. 10). 

With respect to claim 52, Mankovitz teaches the external unit is an information 
terminal unit that is installed as a public unit (line 63 in col. 15 thru line 4 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 53, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches 
storing means for storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
displaying means for displaying the count value stored in the storing means (line 66 in 
col. 9 thru line 2 in col. 10 and lines 16-40 in col. 13). Mankovitz teaches 
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communicating means for transmitting the count value stored in the storing means to an 
external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz 
teaches information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit 
searching information representing contents from a database corresponding to the 
information representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time 
thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 
in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 59, Mankovitz teaches the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast contents (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 
in col. 8). 

With respect to claim 60, Mankovitz teaches the communicating means transmits 
the count value to an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit (line 63 in 
col. 15 thru line 4 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 61 , Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 62, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 11 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches 
storing means for storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
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representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches 
communicating means for transmitting the count value stored in the storing means to an 
external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz 
teaches sound generating means for generating a sound corresponding to the count 
value stored in the storing means (lines 42-56 in col. 19). Mankovitz teaches 
information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database corresponding to the information 
representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database correlatively 
storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., 
storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru 
line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 63, Mankovitz teaches the sound generating means 
generates a sound corresponding to the predetermined operation when the count value 
stored in the storing means exceeds a predetermined value (lines 42-56 in col. 19). 

With respect to claim 64, Mankovitz teaches the sound generating means 
generates a sound when the count value stored in the storing means exceeds a 
predetermined value and the predetermined operation is performed (lines 17-41 in col. 
32). 

With respect to claim 65, Mankovitz teaches the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast contents (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 
in col. 8). 
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With respect to claim 66, Mankovitz teaches the communicating means transmits 
the count value to an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit (line 63 in 
col. 15 thru line 4 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 67, Mankovitz teaches information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 68, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 11 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches first 
storing means for storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
identification information generating means for generating predetermined identification 
information corresponding to the user's operation (i.e., station information, line 54 in col. 
8 thru line 45 in col. 9). Mankovitz teaches second storing means for storing the 
identification information generated by the identification information generating means 
(line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, lines 56-67 in col. 10, and lines 
36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches communicating means for transmitting the count 
value and the identification information stored in the first storing means and the second 
storing means to an external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in 
col. 9). Mankovitz teaches information representing time and identification information 
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identifying contents are input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database corresponding to the information 
representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database correlatively 
storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., 
storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru 
line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 69, Mankovitz teaches the first storing means and the 
second storing means store the count value and the identification information to a 
common memory disposed in the inputting unit (i.e., different data can be stored in a 
same storage device, line 64 in col. 14 thru line 4 in col. 15 and lines 54-67 in col. 10). 

With respect to claim 70, Mankovitz teaches the first storing means and the 
second storing means store the count value and the identification information to discrete 
memories disposed in the inputting unit (i.e., different data can be stored in separate 
storage devices, line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14 and lines 54-67 in col. 10). 

With respect to claim 71 , Mankovitz teaches pressing means composed of at 
least one button (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches the 
identification information generating means detects the pressing manner of the user 
against the button and generates the identification information that varies corresponding , 
to the pressing manner (lines 51-57 in col. 9, lines 23-32 in col. 10, and fig. 6B). 

With respect to claim 72, Mankovitz teaches displaying means for displaying the 
count value stored in the first storing means (lines 16-40 in col. 13). Mankovitz teaches 
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the displaying means displays the count value in a different manner that varies 
corresponding to the identification information (lines 16-40 in col. 13). 

With respect to claim 73, Mankovitz teaches the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast contents (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 
in col. 8). 

With respect to claim 74, Mankovitz teaches the communicating means transmits 
the count value to an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit (line 63 in 
col. 15 thru line 4 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 75, Mankovitz teaches the identification information 
identifying the contents is information that identifies whether the contents are television 
broadcast contents or radio broadcast contents (fig. 6B). 

With respect to claim 76, Mankovitz teaches the identification information 
identifying the contents is information that identifies whether the contents were 
broadcast in a predetermined area or out of the predetermined area (line 49 in col. 28 
thru line 27 in col. 29). 

With respect to claim 77, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 78, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 11 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches first 
storing means for storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
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corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
communicating means for communicating with an external unit and transmitting the 
count value stored in the first storing means to an external unit (i.e., a central station) 
(line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 56-67 in col. 10). Mankovitz teaches 
second storing means for storing data transmitted from an external unit through the 
communicating means (line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14). Mankovitz teaches 
information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database corresponding to the information 
representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database correctively 
storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., 
storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru 
line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 79, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 80, Mankovitz teaches the data stored in the second storing 
means is the contents or information thereabout (line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14). 

With respect to claim 81 , Mankovitz teaches the data stored in the second storing 
means is compression-encoded audio data (lines 7-14 in col. 14). Mankovitz teaches 
audio data reproducing means for decoding the compression-encoded audio data and 
reproducing the decoded audio data (fig. 8). 
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With respect to claim 83, Mankovitz teaches the first storing means and the 
second storing means store the count value and the data to a common memory 
disposed in the inputting unit (line 64 in col. 14 thru line 4 in col. 15). 

With respect to claim 84, Mankovitz teaches the first storing means and the 
second storing means store the count value and the data to discrete memories 
disposed in the inputting unit (line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14 and lines 56-67 in 
col. 10). 

With respect to claim 85, Mankovitz teaches the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast contents (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 
in col. 8). 

With respect to claim 86, Mankovitz teaches communicating means transmits the 
count value to an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit (line 63 in col. 
15 thru line 4 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 91 , Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches first storing means for storing time information 
representing predetermined time corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT 
(station, day, and time) information representing predetermined time by pressing a 
button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 
36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches communicating means for communicating with an 
external unit and transmitting the time information stored in the first storing means to an 
external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz 
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teaches second storing means for storing data transmitted from the external unit 
through the communicating means (line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14). Mankovitz 
teaches information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit 
searching information representing contents from a database corresponding to the 
information representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time 
thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 
in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 92, Mankovitz teaches the data stored in the second storing 
means is the contents or information thereabout (line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14). 

With respect to claim 93, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 96, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit having a counter 
that operates with a predetermined clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 
in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
directly connecting the count value stored at the storing step to an external unit (i.e., a 
central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9, lines 16-17 in col. 18, and fig. 10). 
Mankovitz teaches transmitting the count value stored at the storing step to the external 
unit connected at the connecting step (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9, lines 16-17 
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in col. 18, and fig. 10). Mankovitz teaches information representing time is input to a 
searching unit through the external unit, the searching unit searching information 
representing contents from a database corresponding to time information representing 
time at which the contents were broadcast, the database correlatively storing the 
information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing 
organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 
and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 97, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 98, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit having a counter 
that operates with a predetermined clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 
in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches 
displaying the count value stored at the storing step (lines 16-40 in col. 13). Mankovitz 
teaches communicating the count value stored at the storing step to an external unit 
(i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz teaches 
information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit searching 
information representing contents from a database corresponding to time information 
representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database correlatively 
storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., 
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storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru 
line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 99, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

With respect to claim 100, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit having a counter 
that operates with a predetermined clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 11 
in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
transmitting the count value stored at the storing step to an external unit (i.e., a central 
station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz teaches generating a sound 
corresponding to the count value stored at the storing step (lines 42-56 in col. 19). 
Mankovitz teaches information representing time is input to a searching unit, the 
searching unit searching information representing contents from a database 
corresponding to time information representing time at which the contents were 
broadcast, the database correlatively storing the information representing the contents 
and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the 
central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 101 , Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 
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With respect to claim 102, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit having a counter 
that operates with a predetermined clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 11 
in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches 
generating predetermined identification information corresponding to the user's 
operation (i.e., station information, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 45 in col. 9). Mankovitz 
teaches storing the identification information generated at the identification information 
generating step (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, lines 56-67 in 
col. 10, and lines 36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches transmitting the count value and 
the identification information stored at the first storing step and the second storing step 
to an external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 
Mankovitz teaches information representing time is input to a searching unit, the 
searching unit searching information representing contents form a database 
corresponding to time information representing time at which the contents were 
broadcast, the database correlatively storing the information representing the contents 
and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the 
central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 103, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 
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With respect to claim 104, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit having a counter 
that operates with a predetermined clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 1 1 
in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
communicating with an external unit and transmitting the count value stored at the first 
storing step to the external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 
9 and lines 56-67 in col. 10). Mankovitz teaches storing the data transmitted from the 
external unit at the communicating step (line 64 in col. 13 thru line 6 in col. 14). 
Mankovitz teaches information representing time is input to a searching unit, the 
searching unit searching information representing contents form a database 
corresponding to time information representing time at which the contents were 
broadcast, the database correlatively storing the information representing the contents 
and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the 
central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 105, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 44, 46, and 87-90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) in view of Payne et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,370,518). 

With respect to claim 44, Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above except displaying the number of entries of the time information 
representing the predetermined time stored at the storing step. However, Payne 
teaches displaying a number of data entries stored in a memory (lines 45-59 in col. 6 
and fig. 6) in order to provide more visual feedback to a user. Therefore, based on 
Mankovitz in view of Payne, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the teaching of Payne, to the system 
of Mankovitz in order to provide more visual feedback to a user. 

With respect to claim 46, Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above except displaying the number of entries of the time information 
representing the predetermined time stored at the storing step. However, Payne 
teaches displaying a number of data entries stored in a memory (lines 45-59 in col. 6 
and fig. 6) in order to provide more visual feedback to a user. Therefore, based on 
Mankovitz in view of Payne, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the teaching of Payne to the system 
of Mankovitz in order to provide more visual feedback to a user. 

With respect to claim 87, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches storing means for storing time information 
representing predetermined time corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT 
(station, day, and time) information representing predetermined time by pressing a 
button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 
36-45 in col. 11). Mankovitz teaches communicating means for transmitting the time 
information stored in the storing means to an external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 
in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz teaches information representing time is input 
to a searching unit, the searching unit searching information representing contents from 
a database corresponding to the time information representing time at which the 
contents were broadcast, the database correlatively storing the information representing 
the contents and broadcast time thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary 
information in the central station, line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in 
col. 16). Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter as discussed above except 
displaying the number of entries of the time information stored in the storing means. 
However, Payne teaches displaying a number of data entries stored in a memory (lines 
45-59 in col. 6 and fig. 6) in order to provide more visual feedback to a user. Therefore, 
based on Mankovitz in view of Payne, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the teaching of 
Payne to the system of Mankovitz in order to provide more visual feedback to a user. 

With respect to claim 88, Mankovitz teaches the predetermined time is time at 
which the user knows his or her desired broadcast contents (line 35 in col. 7 thru line 3 
in col, 8). 

With respect to claim 89, Mankovitz teaches the communicating means transmits 
the count value to an information terminal unit that is installed as a public unit (line 63 in 
col. 15 thru line 4 in col. 16). 

With respect to claim 90, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 

6. Claim 51 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) in view of Liu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,171 ,136). 

With respect to claim 51 , Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above except a lid. However, Liu teaches a junction means having a lid 
integrally formed with a main body of a unit (lines 3-21 in col. 7 and fig. 8) in order to 
securely cover the junction means. Therefore, based on Mankovitz in view of Liu, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the teaching of Liu to the system of Mankovitz in order to securely 
cover the junction means. 



Application/Control Number: 10/625,666 Page 21 

Art Unit: 2162 

7. Claims 54 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) in view of Zitzewitz (U.S. Patent No. 
6,033,365). 

With respect to claims 54 and 57, Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter 
as discussed above except representing the count value with geometric shapes 
members. However, Zitzewitz teaches a count value is represented with geometric 
shapes (circle, triangle, and rectangle) members on one side of a displaying means (fig. 
3 and line 66 in col. 4 thru line 32 in col. 5) in order to provide more visual feedback to a 
user. Therefore, based on Mankovitz in view of Zitzewitz, it would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the 
teaching of Zitzewitz to the system of Mankovitz in order to provide more visual 
feedback to a user. 

8. Claim 58 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) in view of Barker (U.S. Patent No. 5,818,800). 

With respect to claim 58, Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above except representing the count value as the size of an area of the 
displaying means. However, Barker teaches data (the count value) is represented as 
the size of an area of the displaying means (fig. 1 and lines 40-51 in col. 2) in order to 
indicate a status of a memory capacity. Therefore, based on Mankovitz in view of 
Barker, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to utilize the teaching of Barker to the system of Mankovitz in order 
to indicate a status of a memory capacity. 

9. Claim 82 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) in view of Klonowski (U.S. Patent No. 
5,479,514). 

With respect to claim 82, Mankovitz discloses the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above except encrypting and decrypting data. However, Klonowski teaches 
encrypting data corresponding to a predetermined encrypting method and decrypting 
the encrypted data (abstract and lines 23-67 in col. 2) in order to protect privacy of the 
data. Therefore, based on Mankovitz in view of Klonowski, it would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the 
teaching of Klonowski to the system of Mankovitz in order to protect privacy of the data. 

10. Claims 94-95 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) in view of Proctor et al. (U.S. Patent No. Re. 
32,451). 

With respect to claim 94, Mankovitz teaches an inputting unit for inputting 
information representing time (i.e., a receiver, lines 31-57 in col. 3 and line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 1 1 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches a counter that operates with a predetermined 
clock signal (i.e., a clock, line 35 in col. 7 thru line 11 in col. 8). Mankovitz teaches 
storing means for storing a count value of the counter at predetermined time 
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corresponding to user's operation (i.e., storing SDT (station, day, and time) information 
representing predetermined time by pressing a button of the receiver, line 35 in col. 7 
thru line 3 in col. 8, lines 25-53 in col. 8, and lines 36-45 in col. 1 1 ). Mankovitz teaches 
communicating means for transmitting the count value stored in the storing means to an 
external unit (i.e., a central station) (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). Mankovitz 
teaches information representing time is input to a searching unit, the searching unit 
searching information representing contents from a database corresponding to the 
information representing time at which the contents were broadcast, the database 
correlatively storing the information representing the contents and broadcast time 
thereof (i.e., storage storing organized auxiliary information in the central station, line 54 
in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9 and lines 12-26 in col. 16). Mankovitz discloses a beeper 
(lines 17-41 in col. 32). Mankovitz does not explicitly disclose generating a 
predetermined sound when the count value is stored to the storing means 
corresponding to user's operation. However, Proctor teaches generating a 
predetermined sound when data (a count value) is stored to a memory (the storing 
means) corresponding to user's operation (lines 40-43 in col. 4) in order to indicate a 
receipt of a user's operation. Therefore, based on Mankovitz in view of Proctor, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the teaching of Proctor to the system of Mankovitz in order to indicate a 
receipt of a user's operation. 

With respect to claim 95, Mankovitz teaches the information representing the 
contents includes information about the contents (line 54 in col. 8 thru line 35 in col. 9). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

1 1 . Claims 55 and 56 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 55 identifies a distinct feature, "when the count value is transmitted by said 
communicating means, the number of spherical members gradually decreases on one 
side of said displaying means, and wherein when part of the spherical members 
disappears, the other spherical members move to the positions at which the spherical 
members disappear". The closest prior art, Mankovitz (U.S. Patent No. 5,949,492) 
disclosing storing a time information in a memory based on a user's operation and 
displaying the time information, fails to suggest the claimed limitation as mentioned 
above in combination with other claimed elements. 

Claim 56 identifies a distinct feature, "wherein said displaying means is formed in 
an almost square shape, and wherein members representing the count value are 
arranged in a lattice shape irrespective of the storing order of entries of the information 
representing time stored in said storing means." The closest prior art, Mankovitz (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,949,492) disclosing storing a time information in a memory based on a 
user's operation and displaying the time information, fails to suggest the claimed 
limitation as mentioned above in combination with other claimed elements. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joon H. Hwang whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4036. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00(M~F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E. BREENE can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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